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Summary:

2026 has got off to a busy start with two press releases and two comments drafted and distributed,
alongside the launch of the second In Conversation members’ event having secured the deputy head
of civil justice as our guest.

Elsewhere, BLC attended two meetings to help shape and inform the Why Be? campaign and
finalised and circulated the article schedule for Council’s regular legal press slots. The first article of
the year was also published at the end of the month, with VMH’s piece on the Solicitors Act
appearing in New Law Journal.

Releases/comments:

Fixed costs extension has led to more damages deductions and unsustainable determination process,
warns ACL, release drafted and distributed on 7/1.

Comment drafted and distributed from VMH in response to Mol consultation on Interest on
Lawyers’ Client Accounts scheme, 7/1.

Fixed costs pressure and greater scrutiny on group actions — ACL anticipates a year of focus on costs,
release drafted and distributed on 15/1.

Comment drafted and distributed from DVB in response to the CoA concerns re: detailed assessment
in Nigeria v P&ID on 23/1.

Coverage:

Legal Futures (8/1) — client interest accounts
The Legal Diary (9/1) - client interest accounts
Legal Futures (12/1) — fixed costs extension release

New Law Journal (12/1) - client interest accounts

Law Society Gazette (16/1) — fixed costs extension release, page 16 magazine

Law Society Gazette (19/1) — above online

Legal Futures (26/1) — CoA concerns over detailed assessment

New Law Journal (29/1) — news story trailing VMH’s article on Solicitors Act

New Law Journal (29/1) — VMH’s article on Solicitors Act
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https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/latest-news/government-will-put-firms-at-risk-with-client-account-interest-grab
Edward%20Fennell's%20LEGAL%20DIARY%20-%20The%20Legal%20Diary
https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/latest-news/fixed-costs-extension-has-increased-deductions-from-damages
https://www.newlawjournal.co.uk/content/client-account-interest-money-maker-provokes-concerns
https://edition.pagesuite.com/html5/reader/production/default.aspx?pubname=&edid=0ebeefdf-d718-4b03-92e2-b81453653334&utm_source=gazette_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Gazette+weekly+edition+16+Jan+2026_01%2f16%2f2026
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/commentary-and-opinion/success-of-bold-reforms-too-early-to-call/5125623.article
https://www.legalfutures.co.uk/latest-news/ca-urges-sampling-approach-to-deal-with-bill-for-eye-watering-costs
NLJ%20this%20week:%20Stuck%20in%20the%20past?%20|%20New%20Law%20Journal%20|%20The%20leading%20weekly%20legal%20magazine
https://lnprodstorage.z35.web.core.windows.net/NLJ/2026/OhjdA65YRT8NTKJgHiO9UjxL6EmpQ3zC/html/index.html
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New Law Journal (29/1) — PDF of above

Additional activity:

5/1: Chased venue for In Conversation event on 17/2.
7/1: Contacted the following publications for article deadlines for 2026:

- Thomson Reuters Dispute Resolution Blog
- Litigation Funding
- New Law Journal.

Negotiated an increase in articles from two to four with Thomson Reuters. Schedules to be devised
by Litigation Funding and New Law Journal and sent to BLC. KJ to keep tabs.

7/1: Chased NC on latest with Law Society DR hub; awaiting response.
12/1: Sent request to Council re: deadline for January Litigation Funding article; awaiting response.
12/1: Distributed deadlines and authors for Thomson Reuters article commitments.

12/1: Request from Litigation Funding editor for full consultation response submitted to CPRC
consultation. Checked with KK and sent.

19/1: Press call from The Daily Telegraph re: interest on client accounts. VMH agreed to speak to
journalists and sent contact details. Journalist did not call.

20/1: Followed-up with Clare Parnell, Synergy Costs re: case study. Sent dates for interview.
Interview confirmed for 26/1.

20/1: Sent KK’s previous article on Mazur to the Association of District Judges Newsletter. Await
publication in Feb.

21/1: Liaised with the Association of District Judges Newsletter and agreed to write a short news
story offering DJ's free access to the Costs Lawyer eBulletin. Copy drafted and sent, will appear in
February issue.

21/1: Liaised with Thomson Reuters Dispute Resolution Blog to agree topic for next article. Details
sent to NC.

21/1: Confirmed date for In Conversation as 25 March.

22/1: Call with CC and Sam Borrett to discuss ‘Why be?’, digital marketing campaign.

23/1: Light editing of KK’s article for Litigation Funding and sent to publication.

26/1: Print proof of VMH’s New Law Journal sent to publication. Will appear on 30/1. See above.

27/1: Article schedule for the 2026 confirmed and distributed to Council.
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27/1: Sent suggested ideas on behalf of DVB for next New Law Journal article due in February. Topic
selected and sent to DVB.

27/1: Press invites for In Conversation sent to the following:

- John Hyde, Law Society Gazette

- Rachel Rothwell, Litigation Funding

- Jonathan Ames, The Times. Declined but suggested colleague Catherine should be invited.
- Catherine Baksi, The Times

- Maria Ward-Brennan, City AM

- Suzi Ring, The FT: Declined.

- Haroon Siddique, The Guardian

28/1: Attended meeting re: briefing for ‘Why be?’ campaign.

Planned activity for February:

Chase attendees for In Conversation event.

Follow-up consumer case study with The Daily Telegraph.
Call with Synergy Costs to draft case study.

Deliver articles for Thomson Reuters and New Law Journal.

ENDS
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