
1 Aid 

The Children Act 1989 comes into cttect in October and brings with it many 

changes which will effect the Board and legal aid practitioners. 

Aid 

We are concerned that delays will not result from the handover of responsibility 

for legal aid in care and emergency protection proceedings. To this end we are 
liaising with the Lord Chancellor's Department about the regulations in order to 

gear up for imIiplementation. 

The main changes involving legal aid work will be as follows: 
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To ensure that these means tested cases are dealt with swiftly they will be 

handled in the same way as telephone emergency applications where 

authority can be ver the phone wi 1ti 

with other emergency a 

out of financial scope he 

his/her behalf. 

ant is subsequently fo 

or she will be liable för any co 
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Other public lain, cases involving individuals and the state will attract Civil 

Legal Aid and the usual means and merits tests will apply. An example of this 

would be applicatimis for contact with children in care. 

With private lau' cases, where individuals are pursuing applications against 

other individuals, Civil Legal Aid will be available subject to the usual ineans 

and merits test mid the normal Civil Legal Aid procedures will operate. The 

new CLA4A auºd CLA4B forms have made the processing of all legal aid 

applications much Faster with a reduction of about two to three weeks in the 

time it takes to decide the application. The Board aims to notify solicitors and 

applicants as quickly as is necessary to meet court dates. Further, emergency 
legal aid applications can be accepted if time does not allow for füll applications. 

To help us prioritise these applications new fortes will be introduced for 

Children Act cases in order to distinguish them from other Civil Legal Aid 

applications. The Law Society will be consulted on forms design to ensure that 

the appropriate inforºnation is cmitairºed to satisfy both the applicant/solicitor 

and the Legal Aid Board. 

As well as liaison with the area offices the newly formed "Family Court 

Business Committees " will provide a forum for discussing the way in ruhiclº the 
hoard is dealing with its additional responsibilities. The Family Court 

Business Committees have been set up by the Lord Chancellor to oversee the 

working of the Children Act at a local level. 

The Committees will be made up of representatives rroººr the bodies irrvolved in 
Children Act cases including the judiciary, justices' clerks, local authority and 

guardian at litern panel as well as a representative from the local Iýgal aid arra 

office. The Committees will work out solutions to local problems which ºna), 

arise during the implementation of the Act. Some of these committees have 

already met. 



ough there will be changes to which practitioners and area office staff will have 

adjust there will be certain advantages in responsibility being vested in the 

ard. Nominating one body as responsible will rationalise the current position 

ere different authorities deal separately with legal aid applications for different 

)bletns relating to children. This echoes the spirit of the Children Act which 

is to bring children cases under one coherent approach in order to secure their 

lfare. 

lt is still several months before the Children Act takes effect and the regulations 

affecting legal aid have yet to be finalised. But, as new information becomes 

available, we will report through Legal Aid Focus to keep practitioners as up to 

date as possible. 



on 8 April 1991. advice and assistance will 
be as follows: 

Legal advice and assistance 
(green form scheme) 
A new green form key card (No. 23) has been issued to 
legal aid practitioners and other organisations who 

normally receive key cards. Additional supplies may be 

obtained from legal aid area offices. The changes in 

eligibility limits and dependants' allowances are set out 
below. 

I', n fnrr: i'I /( 

('�der II x. 10.69 

II to 15 years £24.69 

16 to 17 years /29.56 

18 and oiTi /. X. 94 

Disposable capital 
The capital limits for 

Disposable income 

From 8 April 1991 the figure below which no 

contribution will be payable will be X70 per week 

rather than X64 per week. The contributions will be 

as follows: 

Weekly disposable income Contribution 
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75 

advice and assistance 

remain T935 for a client 

with no dependants, 

L1270 for a client with 

one dependant, C1470 

for a client with two 

dependants plus Cl()() for 

each additional 
dependant. The capital 
limit for ABWOR 

remains at x300() for a 

client with no 
dependants, (3333 with 

one dependant, k3535 

with two dependants plus 
kl OO for each additional 
dependant. All clients in 

receipt of income 

support are eligible for 

ABWOR, regardless 

of capital. 



Disposable income 

From i April 1901 the limit for free legal aid 

mere. ccd from 12645 to 286() t? er year and the 

i it ibovc which 1cga1 aid is unavailable will 

, main L6350 per year (in cases including a claim in 

, spect of personal injuries 7000 per year). 

Dependants' 

allowances 

Increases in annual 
dependants' allowances 

came into effect from 8 

April 1991 as follows: 

Disposable income 

Froiil 8 April 1991 the 

limit for free legal aid in 

criminal proceedings is 

increased from k55 to 

£60 per week. The 
rn.. rrihi1 ill, c Yl\v"llll fa 
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including a claim in 
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Siegle person i le)u i 'rl 

Lone penrnt with 

two children aged 

4 and 12 1411 1242 

Couple 1.54 /256 

Couple with 

noo children 

aged 4 and 12 ý'ý 

Ow tier-occupied 

Home 

Single person i-'/S /3! 9 

Lone parent with 

two children 

aged 4 and 12 

Couple 1-272 

Couple with twe 
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4and 12 /.! 2f 42' 

The table is based on people who pa)' 

a u'eeklyrent of , 
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of x412 per month and a community charge 

of £'240 per adult. 
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Disposable capital 

The limit at which no 

contribution is required 

remains at L3000. 



Green fo 
Rate from 

1.4.90 

to 31.3.91 

Hourly rate: 39.25 

(41.75) 

Routine letters and 3.05 

telephone calls (3.15) 

New rate 
from 1.4.91 

42.00 

(44.50) 

3.25 

(3.40) 

The fiqiires in brackets are the London rates - applicable 
to a fee-earner whose office is in the London Legal Aid Area. 

ABWOR 
Rate frone 

1.4.9() 

to 31.3.91 

L 

Prepanitio,, 39.25 
(41.75) 

Advocacy 49.50 

New rate 
front 1.4.91 

L 

42.00 

(44.50) 
53.00 

Attendance at court 
where counsel assi, Qned 26.25 28.50 

Tra, 'ellütc and waiting 22.00 23.50 

Routine letters and 3.05 3.25 

telephone calls (3.15) (3.40) 

The FAures in brackets are the London rates - applicable 

to a fee-earºler whose o ffice is in the London Letial 
. -lid Area. 



(. 4) 
. 
1Iqt'wrarrs' rornl L L 

Preparation 39.25 (41.75} 42.00 (44.50) 

Ad rocacy 49.50 53.00 

Attendance at court 26.25 28.50 

Tr, rrelligq & waiting 22.00 23.50 

lxnrr> i- rrlrl)Iw is rJlls - prr irrirr .;. 
U 5 i. 3.1 3.25 (3.40) 

(B) Onouw (: oiin (: lad 

Plepmalloll A 46.00 (48.50), 50.00 (52.00) 

B 39.50 (41.75) 42.25 (44.50) 

(: 20.00 (30.00) 28.00 (32.00) 

ýJrr, iry I ; -. ICU 61.00 

B 1ý. ýU 53.00 

40.00 

B 29.50 32.00 

C IS-1-5 19.50 

1 ar' lliný£ uairiri, t A 22.00 23.50 

B 22.00 23.50 

C 11.00 11.75 

I. 'ttets L telcp{totu' rally - per item 3.05 (.;. /5) 3.25 (3.40) 

(C) Court duty solicitor* : 31,75 18.2, 

Tnn'rllini' 22.00 23.50 

(D) Police station adi'ice 

Srandby availability 3.15 to 75.60 max 3.40 to 81.60 max 

(3.20 to 76.80 max) (. 3.45 to 82.80 max) 

Duty solicitor (unsocial hours) 52.25 56.00 

Duty wlicitor ( other hours) 39.25 (41.75) 42.00 (44.75) 

Own solicitor (all {tours) 39.25 (41.75) 42.00 (44.75) 

Ou'n solirits'! n, rrrllirn,, mil aitinc** 22.00 23.50 

1'rlcpl1arte (advice) per item 17.75 (18.25) 19.00 (19.50) 

Telephone (rowhiet her iterrr 1.90 (2.00) 2.10 (2.15) 

............................. ... ..... ..................... 
1arrdarr rues arrogivcw an b,, , -ker: The L)rrdon rues apply r., work, done by a fee-earner whose of ice is irr the London L. e, al . 9id Area. *Increased by 

25"" udrru autcudirrt' murr , it a S5ru-lsay, on, i ryy or Rank holiday. **Travel by a duty solicitor is at the same rate as advice. 



ABWOR applications for warrants of further detention 

(i) .I ill'oc, uy 

(i)! ya duty solicitor in nruucial horns 

(ii)by a duty solicitor in all outer hours 

(iii)by -ill Quit solicitor 

(b) Prcpar, uion 

(i)by a duty solicitor in unsocial hours 

(ii)hy a duty solicitor hi all other hours 

(iii)by art own solicitor 

(c) 7'rarrllin. ý and rlaitini. 

(i)by a duty solicitor in unsocial hours 

(ii)by a duty solicitor in all other hours 

(ii)by Ill own solicitor 

(d) Letters written and telcphoue calls - per item 

(i)by a duty, solicitor in unsocial borers 

(ii)by a dory solicitor 

(iii)by art own solicitor 

'Ilie London rate applies to work done by n lee-earnrr uplrose o1 

70. (7 - 

S3. (IU - 

53.00 - 

(, MO 59.33 

42.00 44. i1) 

42.00 44.50 

_31.3 

23.0 - 
23.5O - 

4.33 4.53 

3.25 3.40 

3.25 3.40 

is situated in the Londo, i Lrtxal Aid Area. 

Legal aid for magistrates' 
court care cases 

Rau' imm 1.4.90 New rau' 
to 31.3.91 jmni 1.4.91 

/, /_, 

Prep la ioii 47.25 50.50 

Preparation - London 50.50 54.00 
Attendance with colmsel 30.00 32.00 
Advotaiy 57.00 () 1.00 

Travel £ waiting 20.50 28.50 

Routine letters and 3.40 3.60 

telephone calls - per item 

The Conlon preparation rate applies to wo rk done by a 

, 
lee-earner whose office is i n the London Lr ýal Aid Area 

Independent social workers 
I-rnm I 

. 
7pril 1991 thr Irrs jwyaI, I, ro u lrprndcnt soriali rroIkrrs have 

been inrreýrsrd by the Legal Aid Board as /ollou's: 

PrcparatioQ £ 16.00 per hour 

Travel t; 10.50 per hour 

This increase is by 7% which is the smnrr Irr' ii, r,, r inne i '1ý fit 111, 

criminal letal aid remuneration tat( 

Conciliation reports 
Prom l . 'Ipail 1991 the amorurt allotraI, lr irltru a solicitor awakes a rcf<rrral 
to a couriliation service was increased to J, 31. O. 77ris i. ý brok( n rioirn as 

Report L; 22. it) 

Solicitor's Costs 9, m) 

77tis increase is by high iý t{rr , ýrmr lýrrýrnrrgr inýrr, r, r J, in ehr 

rriutirral letal aid rernunrr, trit, u 

Mileage 
I; prri'iously shown in the C; ý)zervr the nnileý{gr Trite u'Sr it? t? Jsr l, ýinrrr 

. 14.4p per milt toi 35.71, p, r milt with r'Ifc, r from 26 N: ovrml! rr 19 91). 



Standard fees for criminal legal aid work 
in the Crown Court 

Prepar:! ion 

Type tf proceedings Louver standard lee Loner (i"e limit 

Rate (rorn 
. 
Avruý I'M, Rate horn , ''t'ir rate 

(. 4,90 to IY<gn 9)t' hrni 

1/.! 9/ eil I. t. 'tI of 

Principal standardJee 

Rate lion, New rare 

14. '111,11 from 

ýrl l 4.91 

Upper. fee limit 

Rate hnm 

I. 4.90to 

l. 
_t. 

91 

Neu- ralr 
from 

I 4.91 

Jwl [vials (ttt ludiul j, repared 

. 
for trial with no jury sworn) 114.00 1_'2.00 137.01) 16X. 1111 220,0)) 215.0)) 274.00 293.00 

London rate 121.00 110,00 163.00 175.00 21 00 246.00 287.00 307.00 

Guilty pleas 72.00 77.00 96.00 10!. 00 1,54 00 165.00 199.01) 212.00 

London rate 76.00 82.00 (00.00 10- O tt lOll tilt 172.00 207,00 222.00 

Appeals against conviction 43.00 49.25 60.00 (, 4. of) [t; 0() 144.! ) 204.00 218.00 

London rate 47.00 51.00 62.00 66.00 1411. )))) 150. (1(1 214.00 229.00 

Appeals against sentence . 
12.00 14.25 46.00 49.00 92.01) 88.00 115.00 12-3.00 

London rate 14.00 37.00 48.00 ?I UI) bso ntl 92.00 119.00 127.00 

Convniftal for sentence 37.00 30.00 45.00 49 Itt) X(, 110 92. II0 1 
_'4.00 

133.00 

London rate 11.0)) 42.00 47.00 50.00 90 N0 97.00 l_X Itt) 1 )7.00 

Neuß hourly rates from 1.4.91 

Attendance at court and waitron 20.25 

Travelling 17.50 

Advocacy in respect of hail 

applications (including waiting) 24.50 

London rate 27.00 

................ ........... ........................ 

Additional standard fee: preparation in cases where counsel is briefed t o appear unattended: , 
t28 00 (, ('. 0l. 00 in L ondon). Additio nal standardJee firr 

listening to tape of police interview: t'10.15 %or every 10 minutes o(th e total running tirne sIall ta pes or parts o f tapes listened t o and by the sam e amount 

. 
for any remaining period. 

Rates of remuneration for 

matrimonial legal aid 
Rxý New 1.11, 

, hoiQ 14.9n Irons 1.4.91 

CC 3.25 3, io 

Rrrriniiq routine letters HC 1. S c 2.0(1 

Routine telephone calls I-1(. ?. 4(1(1 

Preparation SI: Dirn 'it 1l(` 41.50 44. iO 

_f6,. 
511 

. 
(9. ll(1 

Other cin Itits IIC 11). 11(1 41.7? 

CC 14.1) 
. 
3_. llll 

Care and ronducr uplift to above iron +; 1)"., +iÜ 

7}avelligt and ivailirw HC 28.50 tI) 5)) 

CC 26.25 i (ln 

. 
ltrcndanrr umr{r iiru sel HC 33.00 iS. S(r 

C 29.00 31. (1O 

rH II III, II idlour iounsel (dIOc'h ') HC ? 0.00 53.50 

CC 47.00 50.60 
I P: p rrin I'M for taxation dad H(. 28.50 ro 3(l. i(1 ro 

ýr>inirri t, i. c, Ifinn 80.00 85.50 

ýýlu, llný ), v, / . 'ffl rpI 111,1 CC 38.51) to 30.50 to 

lýun'e >rr r, r. ratlarI) 45.50 481-15 

I'et) rrrrlýý (vI: vld urrot<li: >r1 Y . cýuion I), ttr ionarl' I)isnrrionaI 

'ý(IC = i'ýf, £irl (. ttotr (. _ (Ollllt), C ýýIIYt 



Issue one of Legal Aid Focus c decisions made by the Board's Costs Appeals Contniittee. 

Since April 1989, solicitors and counsel have had the right of appeal to the Board from an area 

committee's review of costs assessment. Listed here are the most recent decisions of the Costs 

Appeals Committee on points of principle of general importance which we hope will be of help 

to practitioners when claiming costs. 

ENHANCED RATES - REl 

NOT OF ITSELF JUSTIFY 

The fact that a solicitor is repro 

an enhanced rate within paragi 

Proceedings (Costs) Kegulatio 

ENHANCED 

CANNOT 

ATION OF SEVERAL DEFENDANTS DOES 

LACED RATES. 

several defendants does not of itself justify the payment of 

of Part I Schedule 1 Legal Aid in Criminal and Care 

(Itef: CRIMLA 17 11.2.91) 

HEARING - EXCEPTIONAL COMPETENCE 

Where a solicitor takes over a case from previously instructed solicitors which requires work at 

short notice for an initninent hearing this will usually constitute exceptional despatch within 

paragraph 3 (a) of Part I Schedule I of the Legal Aid in Criminal and Care Proceedings (Costs) 

Regulations 1989 but whether exceptional competence is involved will depend on the 

circumstances of the case and cannot be inferred. (Ref: CRIMLA 18 11.2.91) 

TRANSCRIPTION OF TAPED INTERVIEWS 

Where a solicitor applies for prior authority to transcribe a tape using an outside agency and 

satisfies the area committee that stich a transcript is necessary then authority should normally be 

granted. Where a solicitor chooses to transcribe a tape in-house the work of transcription would 

not normally be regarded as fee earner's work and will not therefore be remunerated under the 

Legal Aid Order. Consideration of the tapes to decide whether any part of them should he 

transcribed and the checking of the accuracy of any transcripts obtdillc: d constitute fee cariier's 

work which may be remunerated as such. (Ref: CRIMLA 19 1 1.3.91 - This decision replaces and 

incorporates decision CRIMLA 10 which appeared in Issue one of this publication). 



on 111 of the Courts and Legal Services Act 1990 amends the Prosecution of Offences Act 

inserting a new Section 19A which enables Courts to make "wasted costs orders" in 

against legal or other representatives where: 

which, in the light of any stich act or omission occurrinL after 

iuireasouable to expect that party to pay. 

The Section will apply to legal aid cases both as to orders ag; 

against those acting under legal aid orders. The Costs in Crii 

Kegulations 1991 deal with the procedure for making orders 

Care Proceedings (Costs) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 

disallowing of legal aid costs. Both sets of Regulations will r, 

or tit, ; I, QQrnt act or omission on 

were incurred, the court cou, iders it 

irosecution representatives and 

Cases (General) (Awendinent) 

lie Legal Aid in Criminal and 

deal specifically with the 

I) to torc'L, <on 1 Mav 1 ̀) ̀) I. 

From I May 199) I non means tested representation will he av iji hle under Section 2') Le , il Aid 

Act 1988 to people liable to be committed or fined - 

(a) By a McWistrates' Court under Section 12 of the Contempt of Court Act 1981 (wilfully insultiere the 

justice(s), any witness or court officer, solicitor or barrister irr court or, c'oinE' to/retrrrni)r, Q-/roll court or 

ivilfirlly irtterruptinQ or otherwise misl)ehar'int, ' irr court); 

(h) By a county court under Section 14,92 or 118 of the County Court(s) Act 1984 (assaulting are officer 

of the court in the execution of his ditty; rescuing or attemptbiq to rescue 'oo(Is sere( by the bailiff, 

wilfully insulting the jud e, any furor or U'IMess or com't officer in court Or t'ýýiNL' to/returnig from court 

or wilfully irrterrrrptirrQ the proceedings or otherwise rrrisbelrar'ingr in court); 

(c) By any superior court for contempt in the Face of that or any Other court. 

The relevant provisions are Section 29 and 3U(3) Legal Aid Act 198$, The Legal Aid Act 1988 

(Commencement No. 4) Order 1991 and The Legal Aid in Contempt Proceedings 

(Remuneration) Regulations 1991, all of which came into force on I May 1991. 

There is no means test for this representation which is granted by the court where it appears "to 

be desirable to do so in the interests of justice". Representation can be granted in any proceedings 

re a person may be dealt with within the provisions of Section 29 Legal Aid Act. 

entation may be either by a solicitor or barrister and payment is by way of a standard fee 

i day, or part day, of appearance. The fee is currently £68, plus VAT. 

)ard is the paying authority for all courts except the Court of Appeal, Criminal Division, 

i, ing its criminal jurisdiction. Where the Board is the paying authority 

he confirmed by the granting court on a form (RC P1) issued by the 

ie itor or barrister making a claim will then submit the Board's copy of 

Department for payment. 



VAT CHANGES 

AFFECTS BILLS 
Following; the introduction of the new assessment ASSESSMENT 
procedure for Civil Legal Aid, mentioned in the last 

Solicitors shouldapply 

VAT at the old rate q 15°x, edition of Legal Aid Focus, the Board has issued an 

to all bills relating entirely amended CLA4A and new form CLA413 to take into 

to work done and account suggestions from the profession as to how the 

disbursements paid be/ore I system could be further simplified. 
April, and at 17.5% to 
bills relativ entirely to Area offices were rejecting some CLA4As on the basis 

work done and that they were incomplete. There was also a call for a 
disbnrsrnreºrts paid after 

separate one page form for people on Income Support 
. that date. 

For split bills the procedure 
which could be used instead of the more bulky 

is to drain the bill or 
CLA4A. The revised CLA4A form will further clarify 

complete the claim fiornº, if the information the Board requires frone applicants 

not in nº'o parts, at least in and will also carry a help line number to assist self 

such a nay that the employed applicants. 

assessin, ' officer can readily 

identify and arrive at Legal Aid Board area offices will send out the CLA413 
separate totals fier the 

on request. Amended CLA4A forms will follow when 
assessed costs of work 

existing stocks of CLA4As have been used up. If a 
undertaken and 

disbursements paid (a) client or client's partner is in receipt of Income 

befiýre 1 April and (b) after 
Support, they can complete the new CLA4I3 or the 

that date. VAT at 15% is existing CLA4A. The amended CLA4A will not be 

(lien applied to the former relevant to applicants on Income Support. The form 

and at 17.5% to the latter. L17 (employers statement of earnings) will remain 
Further t idance has been unchanged. 
published in the Law 

Society'c Gazette - It is important for solicitors to check the CLA4As to 
11 ednesday 17 April 1991. 

avoid the risk of applications being rejected. For 

guidance please refer to the CLA4A Checklist which 

appeared in issue one of Legal Aid Focus. 

Published by 
TIME LIMIT FOR DUTY SOLICITORS 

Legal Aid Board 
f n,, i . -lAril Ist duty solicitors at court rund police stations must 

Head Office 
submit claims /irr payment with iii three mouths of prou'idun' 

Newspaper House assistance. 

8-16 Great New Street Payments will be reduced or refused a! toýetlier if claims are not 

London EC4A 3BN 
submitted within this period. 

Legal Aid 


